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4ll honour to our sailors
who sailed the seven seas
All honour to our airmen
each day who braved the breeze
We can’t forget our soldiers
who fought in perfect style
For king, for home, for country
and the good old British Isles

Bith sadness, pride and reverence
and gratitude untold
We salute the memory
of them that grow not old
Who fought and died for liberty
from tyranny and guile
Their names shall stand renowned
the sons of Heather Isle

Chirsty Ann Macleod
Crowlista




Foreword
Although | am not a native of Uig, | have lived here now for sixty years and when war broke
out in September 1939 | was the headmistress and sole teacher of Mangersta School, one of
the five schools then open in Uig. The boys from the neighbouring villages who went to war
were my former pupils and | look back with thankfulness for our victory and the years of
peace which have followed and with pride in the excellent response of our young men and
women in the hour of need, but it is with deep sorrow that | remember those fine young
men who gave their lives for home and country.
It was on a quiet Autumn Sabbath — Communion Sabbath at Uigen Church — that we
heard on the wireless that Britain was at war and as we listened to the Prime Minister’s
broadcast, we accepted that there was no alternative course open to us. The actual
declaration of war seemed to lessen the tension and anxiety of the previous year. Within a
few hours we heard the grim news of the loss of the Athenia and from then on we relied on
the wireless to keep us informed of the swiftly moving changes in international affairs but it
also brought us the infuriating propaganda issuing from Germany. At first everyone
gathered at the houses which had wireless sets but soon most homes had acquired one.
The war brought many changes and those of us at home had to learn to cope with a new set
of problems. We had to learn very quickly to live with blackout regulations and we had to
get used to carrying our identity cards with us. Soon every household had its quota of
gasmasks with instructions for their use — fortunately never needed. The most drastic
change of all came in November 1939 when ration books were introduced and the plentiful
supplies of pre-war years were replaced by wartime shortages of food, clothing and fuel
aggravated by the ban on home slaughter of meat. Prices began to rise and shops closed
earlier. The croft acquired a value in war time it had never previously had as a potential
source of food in case of a blockade or destruction of our harbours. There was an
organized agricultural campaign aimed at increasing the production of potatoes,
vegetables, eggs and milk; this was increasingly successful despite the difficulty of carrying
on croft work in the absence of young men. Double summertime was a particularly
unpleasant innovation but it was effective and resulted in valuable daylight saving.
Our days were fully occupied; we responded to appeals to knit comforts for the troops, we
salvaged waste paper and glass and in every village we collected for National Savings.
There was a great deal of activity as RAF and Naval stations were erected at Breanish,
Mangersta and Aird. These brought an influx of personnel, jobs for locals and for the first
time ever Sunday work and long convoys of lorries on the roads.
The Home Guard was formed in May 1940 and most of the men over military age and the
boys awaiting call-up were involved. They trained several times a week and travelled to
exercises in other parts of the islands. Many were old soldiers and sailors experienced in
war and they formed an efficient force. The numerical strength of the Home Guard in Lewis
was impressive. Throughout the war there was an avid interest in passing ships and planes.
There was a coastguard watch at Gallan Head and in 1940 two boatloads of survivors
landed safely. One, with nine seamen of mixed nationality, came into Crowlista in a
shrapnel-ridden open boat, afloat for two days after their ship sank in the Atlantic, and the
other made Mealista Island after a 200 mile voyage. They were the crew of a torpedoed
merchantman. In several instances the bodies of those who had lost their lives at sea were
washed up on our shores and their graves can be seen in our cemetries. Twice planes made
forced landings; one had to be abandoned at Ardroil beach but the other, a Flying Fortress,
was taken by road from Breanish to Stornoway and, patched up, was back in the air within
a fortnight to wreak its vengeance over Germany.
At times the war seemed remote but the grim reality came home to us in May 1940 when we
heard of the action in which HMS Wivern was involved off the Hook of Holland. There
were four lads from Uig on board. Murdo Maclean of 1 Breanish was killed, the first of our
boys to lose his life, Louis Macdonald of 9 Ardroil was severely wounded and Donald and
Murdo Buchanan, both from Mangersta, escaped unhurt. Donald was later awarded the
DSM for his part in the action. Later that Summer there were weeks of anxiety for the
Matheson family of 11 Mangersta until they were notified that Angus, missing in France,
was a prisoner of war in Poland.




The casualties were heavy in 1941 and 1942. Norman Gillies, 9 Carishader, one of five
brothers serving, was reported missing presumed drowned off Crete. This was the first loss
from the Bays area. Four families in Uig had five sons serving — the Gillies family, the
Macdonalds of 12 Carishader, the Smiths of 20 Valtos and the Macdonalds of 22 Valtos;
and the Macleod family of 2 Reef had six members, both sons and daughters, serving in
various branches of the Forces.

Donald N. Macdonald, 22 Valtos, was lost on HMS Gloucester in the battle for Crete in
1941 and his brother Murdo, in the Merchant Navy, was lost on the Empire Comet last
heard of leaving Halifax, Nova Scotia in 1942. In August 1941 Angus Macdonald, 16 Uigen,
was killed in North Africa and at the end of the year John Murdo Mackay of 1 Carishader
died on the minesweeper on which he had served since his call-up. Early in 1942 Kenneth
Macaulay, 2 Carnish, was lost on the Empire Gem and later in that year John Macaulay, the
only child of Mr and Mrs Angus Macaulay of 23 Valtos, was lost on the Empire Impala in an
Atlantic convoy.

Two Uig boys were lost in the same year on HMS Avenger, the victim of a torpedo attack in
the Straits of Gibraltar. They were Neil Buchanan of 11 Breanish and Malcolm Mackay of 15
Valtos whose father had been drowned in 1917 while serving as a gunner on a merchant ship.
In 1943 the village of Ardroil lost two young men — Eric Bodley of No 10, killed while with
the Seaforths in North Africa, and Calum lain Macritchie, only son-of Mr and Mrs Peter
Macritchie of No 4, and a Flight Engineer in the RAF, was shot down over Germany; Neil
Matheson, 22 Crowlista, was lost off the coast of North Africa.

The last Uig fatality of the war was Donald Morrison, 13 Reef, a navigator in the RAF, shot
down over Germany in 1944.

We followed the news from Europe and the Mediterranean with anxiety but our thoughts
were also on the other side of the world where some of our boys were involved in distant
theatres of war. Kenneth Maclean of 1 Breanish was one of several Lewis lads missing after
the battle of the Java Seas. In 1941 his family’s fears were allayed by a chance wireless
message heard in another part of Lewis and eventually traced as describing a Maclean from
Breanish. He was a prisoner of the Japanese until Liberation.

Calum Morrison of 17 Breanish was captured in Shanghai in 1941 and held as a political
prisoner until the end of the war, and Duncan Macleod of Lochcroistean Schoolhouse was
last heard of in Burma and is presumed to have died as a prisoner of war.

Fifteen young men from Uig made the supreme sacrifice with the villages of Carnish,
Crowlista, Reef, Uigen and Lochcroistean losing one each. Ardroil, Breanish and Carishader
each lost two and Valtos four.

The population of Uig in the Summer of 1939 was 960. (This figure, unlike Census returns,
accurately records those whose homes were in Uig.) Uig men in the Armed Forces and the
Merchant Navy in 193945 accounted for 18% of this total (Carishader 23%) — a much
smaller percentage than in 1914-18. Between the conflicts not only had the population
declined but its structure had markedly altered leaving in 1939 proportionately many more
men of 40 plus and many fewer in the prime of life.

This book is the first publication of Comunn Eachdraidh Uig and is a tribute to those who
served in the Second World War and is a permanent record of their service. After the
passage of forty years, the task of collecting details has been difficult and the record is less
comprehensive than it might have been. The photographs shown are the best and, in
several cases, the only ones available. It has come into being through the inspiration of
Kenneth J. Smith, Earshader, whose aim for many years has been to see a Lewis Roll of
Honour published. Those who have contributed to this book include Norman Macdonald,
Valtos; Angus John Macleod, Timsgarry; Angus Macritchie, Aird; Donald A. Macdonald,
Crowlista; Murdanie Buchanan, Breanish; Mrs. Hay, Miavaig; and Mrs. Peggy Smith, Erista.
The editorial work has been done by the secretary of the Comunn, Mrs. A. Mackinnon. The
cover is by Malcolm Maclean and the typists were Donella Matheson and Janet Matheson.
Many others, too numerous to mention individually, have helped in various ways and, from
the beginning, this project has had the wholehearted support of the entire community.
Let it be sufficient reward for all to see the West Uig Roll of Honour 1939 —45 in print.
Catherine Finlayson Ardroil, Uig November 1983







